LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

Common Pleas, and was given a peerage. Sir John Mitford
succeeded him as Attorney-General in July, when he
resigned his seat at Beeralston and was returned for the
borough of East Looe, in Cornwall. Between these two
men there existed an affection which only ended with
Mitford's death. Scott was a man of humble birth, who,
by his ability and industry, raised himself step by step to
one of the highest offices in the State. He was born in
Newcastle in 1751 and his father was a middleman in the
coal trade, but he possessed, in Mitford's eyes, a virtue
which out-weighed any disadvantage with which he had
started life. He was a Northumbrian, a shrewd, steady,
independent Northumbrian, and the two men understood
each other thoroughly. On being ennobled Scott consulted
Mitford with regard to his tide. He wanted to take the
name of Avondale, but his friend opposed the suggestion,
explaining that the dale was the property of the Beaumont
family, with whom Scott was in no way connected, and
who might therefore resent the choice. Scott gave way
and chose that of Eldon, which he made famous as a great
Lord Chancellor and a much-criticized man.
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